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Charles Kosman, WB2NQV -SK
Director Charlie Kosman, WB2NQV passed away on February 12, 2009. He served the
society as our bulletin editor, and he was co-chair of the winter meeting committee.  Here are
the comments that Charlie submitted when he ran for the board this past year:

“I was born a Yankee but became a Texan as soon as I was able! I presently live in Wichita Falls and
am active in weather spotting in a 14 county area in North Texas and Southern Oklahoma.
I’ve been active in the “politics” of Amateur Radio ever since I earned my license in 1971. I served
on numerous committees for the Hudson Division Directors during the 1970’s and 80’s, including
starting the Division Public Information Office. Also on the technical side I sponsored the first
digital conference in Flemington,N.J.. The out come of this weekend was the AX.25 protocol for
packet. Established a three statewide repeater system with eight remote receivers in the NY/NJ/PA
area. Helped establish a four state linked repeater system that is used for weather spotting in the
Maryland, Delaware, Eastern PA and Western NJ coverage of the Phila/Mt. Holly National Weather
Service Office. Helped design and construct the first ATV repeater and publicized this event with a
Sunday morning special on the ABC TV network. Served as National Communications Coordinator
for both the 1984 Olympic Torch Relay and the 1986 Hands Across America fundraiser.
I’m trustee of five repeaters in New Jersey and six in Texas ranging from ten meters to 440 Mhz.
I’m presently, as communications chairman of the Texoma Weather Spotters, in the funding and
construction phase of a 440 Mhz / 1296 Mhz digital (D-Star) system.”
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Database Committee: Eric Schmidt, KA5WMY
Technical Committee: Kent Britain, WA5VJB
Trustee (W5OGZ): Joe Makeever, W5HS
Newsletter Editor: Dave Davis, WB5WIA

Treasurer ’s Report

Howdy folks,

As of the end of 2008, the Society has the following paid
members:

Honorary Members: 7
Life Members: 298
Family Life Members: 15
Club Life Members: 9
General Members: 117
Family Members: 10

2008 Total Members: 456

The Society finances are currently:

Life Member Fund
2008 Interest Paid: $530.22
December Interest Rate: 1%
December 2008 Savings: $31,621.32

December 2008 Checking: $5,229.30

-73s
Mark Stennett
NA6M
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From the Prez
I am sitting here at my desk on the morning after Charlie Kosman’s service reflecting on the

important things in life.  I met many of Charlie’s friends and relatives for the first time, and immedi-
ately felt as if we had known each other for a long time.  Charlie Lived large, and enjoyed life.
Thanks for the memories.

As I drove home last night I thought about the different aspects of VHF / UHF Ham radio.
People in Wichita Falls literally live and die on the information gathered by storm spotters, and that
need has pushed repeater development to provide coverage so that storm information may be passed
quickly.  They also do quite a bit of public service with their stuff, including an event aptly named
the Hotter than Hell bike ride (the Texas Plains in August on a bicycle… not me!).  Other areas of the
state also make weather spotting a priority, but the things they spot might be hurricanes rather than
tornados.  Other hams have an interest in infrastructure, combining land based data communications
with voice terminals, so as to provide quickly set up remote communications to pass traffic in times
of emergency. Yet others build and operate vast RF networks, providing an additional layer of com-
munications infrastructure available in times of need.  There are also users that want to use ham
radio for what it is meant for, and that’s keeping in touch with friends in daily or weekly rag chew
sessions, sometimes on favorite simplex channels, others on repeaters.

All these usages (and satellite, and weak signal) are equal users in our limited bands of ham
frequencies, and we must all continue to work together to make sure all of us can share this limited
resource.

The ARRL works to keep other users from encroaching on our bands, and to this they have
established their Spectrum Defense Fund.  In lieu of sending flowers to Charlie’s service, the Society
will make a donation in his honor.

This newsletter is late, and for that I apologize, but since Charlie was our editor, I waited to put
this issue out in order to be able to write the final chapter in his story.

One thing that has happened since our last News is the election of Past President John Johnson
N5NH to the National Frequency Coordinators’ Council.  Eric Schmidt, KA5WMY has been our
representative, and when his term expired, the board nominated John to serve, and he was elected at
the National Level! Way to go, John.  He has an article in this issue that discusses the NFCC.

It’s Winter Meeting time!  Off to West Texas we go! We will be holding our winter meetings in
conjunction with the 54th annual St. Patrick’s Day hamfest on March 21 in Midland Texas.  The
board meeting will be in late morning, and the general meeting will be after lunch, but the final times
and room locations are still under negotiation.  I look forward to seeing our western members that
can’t get to the I35 corridor. (And, I look forward to stopping at Mary’s Café for lunch on my drive
out there!)

The highlight of the meeting will be the update on the software package “RF Projector”.  This
software is allowing our frequency coordinators to do a much better job with the record keeping of
the different data sets inherent in that job.  We should also get a preview of the electronic voting
module that will run our elections this summer.

So, make your reservations in Midland, sign up for the hamfest, buy some additional door prize
tickest, and I’ll see you there.

-73,  Dave,  wb5wia



Page 4 Texas VHF-FM Society NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS Winter 2009

FREQUENCY COORDINATION UPDATE
Another year has passed.  And, most importantly, we have made a tremendous step in making our Society better and

more effective by implementing a new database tool.  The old tool was a distributed database that the zone coordinators each
had a working copy and periodically it was shared (usually to make the update for the ARRL book) with the other coordinators.
That database system was “state of the art” for us from 1983 to 2008.  We are now on an internet available single database
that is shared among all coordinators.  Instead of manipulating data for hours to get the ARRL output…it took about 7
seconds to produce an ouput in their format that could be emailed to the ARRL.  That is a big, big change.  Data input and
review today is available to all coordinators.  Which means no longer is there any risk at a border of a coordination zone of
giving the same frequency pair to two trustees.  No longer will records be lost while compiling the data.  As a user of the old
system, I cannot thank the Database team enough for their efforts into the new system.  We all owe them a hearty round of
applause and appreciation for the new system.

We have approximately 1400 coordinations this year.  That is down a few from last year.  We have cleaned up the
database by removing some systems that were off the air and had invalid trustee information.  And by doing that, we were
able to issue some new coordinations to potential trustees on the waiting list.  We also, have worked through the database to
correct inaccurate coordinates, inaccurate addresses, inaccurate ARRL listings and a number of other corrections.  We now
have the same trustee information for all coordinations under the same name—whereas before it would be per coordination
record.   By correcting the coordinates, we are able to better protect the spacing around issued frequency pairs and help
reduce interference between systems.

The database feeds the website, so once a system is “considered live” it is available on the repeater search.  Also, when
a new coordination request is submitted it feeds the waiting list on the website.  Two very big improvements.

As you can tell, all of this database work has made some really big changes for the Coordination Committee.  Things to
look forward to in the near future will be on-line applications for potential trustees, on-line modification forms for existing
trustees and best of all—on-line renewals.

Also, this year we have added two Zone Coordinators-Stu Hacken WV6H and Jim Mellon KA3IDN.  Stu is handling
Central Texas and Jim is over West Texas.  Both bring a real wealth of experience in Amateur Radio as well as commercial
radio to the job.  Please welcome them to the Coordination Committee.

Band Planning for digital in VHF and UHF as well as updating our other Band Plans is under discussion.  Please pass
on any comments to me or any Board Member.

Please keep in mind the coordination is a voluntary process.  We need your help to be effective coordinators.  We will
not do everything right…but we are aiming to make you happy with our effort and results.  Please keep the comments
coming.

73 - Paul W5PSB

Zone 4 Frequency Coordinator ’s Corner
Activity Summary:  September 20, 2008  –  February 15, 2009

“First Construction Permits” Issued: 7
“Change Parameter” Forms Received:4
“Repeater Technical Change” Forms Received:3
“On Air” Status Forms Received: 3
“New Coordination” Issued: 1
“Placed On Waiting List”: 0

I have received a number of phone calls and emails from folks that wish to apply for new coordination, change technical
parameters, change locations, etc.

As I have communicated to these individuals, it is necessary to send me the proper application/form completely filled
out before I am able to take any action. If you are able to scan and PDF a completed form, please email it to me, and I can
begin to process your request.  To the applicants that have received their Construction Permits, please remember to complete
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the “On the Air” form and return it to me as soon as your system is live and on the air.  Your system is not officially
coordinated until this form is received by me and an official Notice of Coordination is issued and forwarded to you.

The Society’s website contains a complete library of all the necessary forms and applications associated with frequency
coordination matters. This includes:

1. First Construction Permit Application
2. Second Construction Permit Application
3. Repeater Technical Change
4. Repeater Status Form
5. Individual To Club Transfer
6. Club To Club Transfer
7. Club Coordination Trustee Change
8. Coordination Relinquishment

To access these forms, simply go to the Society’s website at http://www.txvhffm.com then click on “frequency
coordination,” then click on “coordination forms.” All of the above forms are downloadable in Adobe PDF format. If you
have a problem downloading a form, please contact me and I will be happy to email you the form.

Midland Hamfest & ARRL West Texas Section Convention-  March 21, 2009

I will be attending the Midland Hamfest and will have the various forms available and access to the Zone 4 database. If
you plan to attend and have any Zone 4 Frequency Coordination matters that you need help with, I will be more than happy
to spend some time with you and assist you with such matters. Please drop me an email prior to the Hamfest so we can set up
a time to meet.

ECHOLINK / IRLP  / WIRES

I am in the process of trying to identify and create a database of the repeaters in Zone 4 that are enabled with a VoIP
technology. I would greatly appreciate it if the trustees of such repeaters would send me a quick email that includes the
callsign and frequency of the repeater, callsign of the link/node station as well as the node number. Thanks in advance for
your help and cooperation!

Thank You!

I would like extend my special thanks to Eric Schmidt, KA5WMY (Zone 2 & 3 Coordinator) for all of his support and
the extensive help that he has given me since I was appointed Frequency Coordinator for Zone 4 in July of 2008.

Also, thanks to all of the folks in Zone 4 that I have been in contact with regarding coordination matters. I appreciate
your patience and the opportunity to interact with you. There are times I am able to respond very quickly, other times it may
take a bit longer. It all depends on my work and travel schedule.  Feel free to email me at wv6h@procominc.net. You may
also reach me via my cell phone, 432-940-3735.

Thanks & 73’

Stu Hacken
WV6H
Zone 4 Coordinator
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Notes from Zone 2 & 3 – W inter 2009
Repeater Renewals

The first repeater renewal mailing was sent out via US mail on 9/3/08 with a due date of 11/1/08.   A second mailing to
all delinquent coordination renewals was sent via US mail to the FCC address of record for the trustee on 11/8/08 with a due
date 12/11/08.  Duplicates were also sent via email to all delinquent renewals that had provided email addresses on past
renewals.  Extra time was given to accommodate the trustees who were affected by hurricane Ike.  As of 2/1/09 the return rate
has been 89%.  I would like to thank all the repeater trustees that have taken the time to return the renewals.  This helps us
keep accurate records, and improves the accuracy of the information provided to the ARRL for publication in the annual
ARRL repeater directory.

Below is a list of repeaters that have not returned a repeater renewal for 2008 in Zones 2 & 3.  If you are the trustee of
a repeater listed below, are a club member of one of these repeaters, please contact me ASAP via email, US mail, or phone
to complete your 2008 renewal.

Zone 2 & 3 Delinquent Renewals as of 2/1/09

Output Callsign City Output Callsign City
442.8500 N6LXX BAY CITY 146.8000 KD5KHV HUMBLE
145.3100 N5JNN BAYTOWN 146.6800 KB5YAI KINGSVILLE
444.9750 N5JNN BAYTOWN 442.1000 WD5KBZ LA FERIA
224.5000 WB5ITT BEAUMONT 145.2900 K5RGV LOS FRESNOS
444.5000 WB5ITT BEAUMONT 444.5000 K5RGV LOS FRESNOS
145.3500 WA5YJR BROWNSVILLE 147.3600 WA5ZRP LYFORD
441.3000 N5WXO BROWNSVILLE 224.0400 N5KDH MAURICEVILLE
441.8500 N5VSQ CLUTE 442.5000 N5IUT MINERAL
224.8000 WB5ITT CONROE 145.1500 N5RXL PLANTERSVILLE
444.8000 WB5ITT CONROE 223.9500 KK5LK PORT ARTHUR
145.4900 KG5BE CORPUS CHRISTI 224.8800 KK5LK PORT ARTHUR
146.7800 N5ADL CORPUS CHRISTI 441.5250 KC5DAQ SPRING
146.8400 N5IUT CORPUS CHRISTI 444.3500 KA2EEU SPRING
442.6000 N5IUT CORPUS CHRISTI 53.3700 KC5WUA VICTORIA
1292.2000 WB5PWG DEERPARK 145.1300 W5DSC VICTORIA
444.8500 N6LXX DEVERS 145.1900 W5DSC VICTORIA
443.1250 N5KIT GALVESTON 443.5500 KC5WUA VICTORIA
444.0750 N5QBX GRANGERLAND 443.8000 W5DSC VICTORIA
444.7000 KC5DAQ GRANGERLAND 442.8750 N5JJY WEBSTER
145.3300 WA5DOS HOUSTON 146.7200 KC5WBG WESLACO
444.2000 W5AVI HOUSTON 444.2000 KC5WBG WESLACO

Construction Permits & Newly Coordinated Repeaters

We have had several newly coordinated repeaters in Zone 2 & 3 since the last issue of the NEWS.  Please note that a
repeater is not listed as coordinated until the on-air status form is signed and returned, so please return your on-air status
notification if your repeater is on the air and you have an outstanding construction permit.  A duplicate on-air status form can
be provided upon request.  In addition to these new coordinations, there are currently 30 active construction permit applications
in Zone 2 & 3.  Letters were sent via US mail to 19 expired construction permit applications on 12/15/08.  The trustees that
did not apply for a second permit by 1/15/09 had their applications deleted and will need to apply again.
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Zone 2 & 3 Newly Coordinated Repeaters between 9/8/08 and 2/14/09

Location Output Input Call Notes
Houston 1293.200 1273.200 W5HDT D-star, O, E
Houston 441.675 446.675 W5INP O88.5
Houston *146.460 147.460 N5HDS D-Star
Mathis 145.150 144.550 KC5QPP O233.6
Centerville 145.210 144.610 K3WIV C
Centerville 442.775 447.775 K3WIV C
Centerville 145.450 144.850 K3WIV C
Centerville 442.975 447.975 K3WIV C

*Provisional coordination until band plan is approved by the Texas VHF-FM Society

Waiting List

The following is the waiting list for Zone 2.  The waiting list in Zone 2 is currently for 2m only, and there are pairs
available on all other bands.  There is currently no waiting list for Zone 3.   A detailed explanation of the waiting list
description and process appears on the Society website.  A reminder that 145.250 is a shared, non-protected pair that can
often be utilized until a protected pair becomes available.  Repeaters on 145.250 are coordinated, but there are no specific
spacing requirements.  Access control is required on the input and output to minimize co-channel interference.

Zone 2 Coordination W aiting List

Callsign City Band Application Date
1 KK5XQ Baytown 2m 1/28/2005
2 KW5O Conroe 2m 3/29/2005
3 N5TRS Houston 2m 7/14/2007

One of the most often received comments that I receive is “I’ve have not heard the 145.XYZ repeater on the air in
several years, why don’t you do something about it?”.  This is an area where everyone can help whether you are repeater
trustee or system user.  The Society has an “On-Air Repeater Status” form available on the website for you to report repeaters
that are not on the air.  If you know of a repeater that is not on the air, please go to our website, complete the form, and send
it to your appropriate Zone Coordinator.  This will significantly help us to redeploy frequencies that have been vacated but
not reported. Recently I have received several on-air status forms in Zone 2 which has resulted in the initiation of decoordination
for five different repeaters.  I appreciate all the hams that have taken time to submit on-air status form for repeaters that are
off the air in the their local areas.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any question or are interested in constructing a repeater in Zone 2 or 3. Phone
calls and email are always welcome as well.

73, Eric Schmidt - KA5WMY

Winter Meeting
The Winter Meeting of the T exas VHFFM Society will be held in

conjunction with the S t. Patricks Day Hamfest in Midland, T exas, on
March 21. The Board will have it’ s open meeting in the morning, and the

general membership meeting will be just af ter lunch, with the exact
times and locations to be posted at the meeting. See the flyer at the end

of this newsletter for registration information.
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FALL  2008 BOD MEETING - BELTON, TEXAS

1- CALL TO ORDER.   MEETING STARTED AT 1PM.

NOT IN ATTENDANCE
HUGH DAVIS, TOM NUVUE

2- MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A.

3- FREQ COORDINATORS

A. SFC BAUMGARDER – VIA CONFDRENCE CALL
TWO NEW COORDINATORS ON BOARD.

RENEWALS ARE BEING SENT OUT FOR RENEWAL.

JULY - SAN ANTONIO HAVING PROBLEMS WITH USE OF SIMPLEX FREQS FOR D-STAR IN THEIR AREAS,
SEVERAL CALLS BACK AND FORTH WITH PAUL B. AND ERIC SCHMIDT ON THIS ISSUE, WORK IS IN
PROGRESS.

DICUSSION ON SPLITER CHANNELS.

B. OTHER COORDINATORS

4- DIRECTOR’S REPORTS

A. DAVE DAVIS

B. LOUIS PETIT – VERY BUSY WITH IKE, WAVING THE FLAG FOR HAM RADIO.  ADVERTIZED THE VHF-
FM SOCIETY AT SEVERAL HAMFEST, AND CLUB MEETINGS.

C. GERALD RICHMOND - WORKED AN ISSUE WITH A NEW REPEATER IN CAMERON, MILAM COUNTY &
CONROE AREA, WITH ERIC AND WAS CLEARED UP AND ALL  IS GOOD.

D. MARK STENNETT - GAVE TREASURER REPORT.

E. CHARLIE KOSMAN – DID HIS FIRST NEWSLETTER, AND DID A GREAT JOB!
WANTS A DEAD-LINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT NEWS LETTER BY THANKSGIVING.

F. HUGH DAVIS – NOT IN ATTENDANCE.

G. BOB LOBOUGH – DISCUSSED SOME 900MHz SYSTEMS COMING ONLINE, A NEW REPEATER IN THE
ALICE AREA SOON, HAMFEST COMING IN NOVEMBER IN CORPUS CHRISTY, MARS REPEATER IN
REFOUIRO CNTY.

H. TOM NUVUE – NOT IN ATTENDANCE
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I. ALLEN RAMSEY – GAVE AN INTRODUCTION OF HIMSELF TO THE BOARD, LOOKING FOR MEMBERS
TO CONTACT HIM WITH NEEDS AND QUESTIONS.

5. OLD BUSINESS

A. TWO METER DIGITAL BAND PLAN PLANS –  DAVE DAVIS - WE HAVE 24 MONTHS TO WORK THIS
AND GET SOME ISSUES RESOLVED ON THE PLAN.

B. PROGRESS OF ELECTRONIC VOTING – MARK – WORKING ON THE ONLINE ELECTIONS PROCESS.
WILL  BE HANDLED ON AN OFFSITE SERVER, SINCE MARK IS UP FOR RE-ELECTION, HE WILL  NOT BE
INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS, A PERSON WILL  BE NAMED TO BE THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE
PROCESS.

C. AOB

6. NEW BUSINESS

A. WINTER MEETING LOCATION – HUGH
WINTER MEETING IS TO BE HELD SOMETIME BETWEEN JAN AND MARCH
LOCATION NOT YET MADE

WOULD LIKE TO PUBLISH A NEW REPEATER DIRECTORY. HAVENT DONE SO IN A FEW YEARS.
WOULD LIKE TO PRINT AND DISTRUBUTE A PAPER REPEATER DIRECTORY SEND OUT TO THE LIFE
AND GENERAL MEMBERSHIP.  WILL  BE DEPENDENT ON COST AND HOW MANY COPIES TO PRINT.

B. MEMBERSHIP DUES – MEMBERSHIP IS DOWN, 60 GENERAL MEMBER CURRENTLY ON BOARD.

C. AOB

ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 245PM

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
GERALD RICHMOND N5ZXJ
SECRETARY
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NFCC Update
John Johnson N5NH

I was recently persuaded in the time honored tradition of arm twisting to run for the National
Frequency Coordinator’s Council (NFCC) Board of Directors, and was happy to be appointed by
acclamation. The Texas VHF-FM Society has had a representative on the NFCC Board for a number
of years, most recently Eric Schmidt KA5WMY, and I am honored to follow along in his path for the
next 2 years at least. Thanks to Eric for his many years of service to the Society in various positions
and to the NFCC.

For those of you not familiar with the NFCC, the purpose of the organization is to represent
amateur radio frequency coordinators to the ARRL, FCC, and wherever a group presence is needed.
Representation in and by the NFCC does not necessarily mean that an individual coordinating body
can not represent itself, however.

Here is the description of the NFCC from the ARRL’s NFCC web page:

The National Frequency Coordinator’s Council (NFCC)  is a Nebraska non-profit  corporation, the
membership of which is composed of delegates from recognized frequency coordinators in the United States.
The purpose for which the corporation is organized is to establish recognition of Amateur Radio frequency
coordination by the Federal Communications Commission, the American Radio Relay League, and all
Amateur Radio licensees. This goal is to be fulfilled by the Corporation by the following activities:

(1) To facilitate the exchange of information and general cooperation between members, the
American Radio Relay League, Inc. (ARRL), and any legislative or regulatory arm of the federal government
pertaining to the Amateur Radio Service, and specifically the coordinated use of repeaters and other relay
devices and systems, and amateur stations using shared bands utilized by fixed-station repeater and relay
devices and systems. Such information would include such things as lists of frequency coordinators;
proposed and current policies, procedures and regulations pertaining to coordinator certification,
decertification, and succession of coordinators; proposed and current federal policies affecting amateur radio
systems operations; pending and current FCC submissions and determinations, including Petitions for Rule
Making, Notices of Proposed Rule Making, and Report and Order releases affecting amateur radio repeater
and relay systems and the cooperative coordination of the same for interference avoidance.

(2) To promote responsible coordination and/or use of amateur radio operations at any frequencies
authorized for repeater or other unattended operations, where such operations are present, and provide a
service to the amateur radio population in the given area.

(3) To facilitate arbitration of disputes involving amateur radio frequency coordination. The
corporation will accomplish this by encouraging local resolution of disputes as well as appointment of
arbitrators to conduct binding arbitration in accordance with the American Board of Arbitration procedures; the
costs of such to be borne by the parties to the arbitration.

(4) To provide educational opportunities for individual amateur radio operators and groups with an
interest in frequency coordination, repeater operation, and to provide community service and other activities
of a charitable, scientific, and educational nature.

The State Frequency Coordinator (Paul Baumgardner W5PSB), Society President (Dave Davis
WB5WIA), and myself represent the Society in NFCC activities, and we will let you know of any
items of interest that arise within the NFCC in the coming year.
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Report from Hugh Davis W5FM

Good day to the members of the Texas VHF FM Society. For the past nearly two years as one of
your directors I have enjoyed the privilege of working with the current members of the society. It
took a little time to understand the workings of the society and learn the importance of what the
society does to maintain the coordination of 1400 repeaters in the Sate of Texas. I have made an
effort to what I think is important to the hams that use the repeaters systems to have a seamless and
fair system of granting what resources we have to place coordinated repeaters on our limited fre-
quencies. My main theme has to make sure that we have no paper repeaters. The society has steps for
the membership to let your coordinator know of a suspected repeater that is not on the air. At every
one of the board meeting I have specifically asked our coordinating committee of any inquires from
the membership. As of the latest board meeting held in Plano TX

there has been less then 10 inquires to the committee from the entire sate. If a members feels
there is repeater not operating and is on the waiting list please follow the directions on our web site
and contact your coordinator.

Being the second largest state in the US trying to get and meet all our members is almost an
impossibility however using my personal aircraft I have met quite a few during our board meetings. I
look forward to the good ‘ol eye ball at the society’s general meeting in Austin on August 2. I will be
asking for you support again.

73,
 Hugh Davis
W5FM
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